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http://socepp.com/SOCEPP-09Janauary2009.pdf
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a7 AT LOAD AT1ER A&CI10- HOLPA = At least six publications have had to close
in recent months and around 30 journalists have fled abroad since the start of the year
as a result of the biggest crackdown on the privately-owned press since 2005, one
reflecting a government desire to make a clean sweep of independent media before
parliamentary elections next May, local analysts say. https://rsf.org/en/news/ethiopian-
governments-witchhunt-against-privately-owned-media

http://www.socepp.com/may 3 2005.htm
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01§ ANGTF@<3 APA L.OTPOVTD-: 1LATFD-F aP{LAFD9° Amd? T(1L%9°: Freedom of the press is more
than endangered in Ethiopia. The regime has blocked independent web sites, jams oppostion
radios like Radio Finote, and hauls journalists to court under flimsy pretexts and imposes fines
that they cannot pay. Worse still, journalists like Tesfaye Tadesse have been knifed to death
while Berhanu ljigu and others have been disappeared since the early 90s.
http://www.socepp.com/SOCEPP-statement-on-the-world-press-day.pdf
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On Wednesday 17 July 2013, members of the European Parliament’s Sub-committee
on Human Rights visited Ethiopia and urged the government to release journalists and
opposition activists imprisoned under the country’s Anti-Terrorism Proclamation No.
652/2009 (Anti-Terror Proclamation). The visit is an important reminder that despite
widely hailed progress on poverty reduction, the Ethiopian government continues to
punish free expression in violation of international law.

This discussion of the Anti-Terrorism Proclamation may seem semantic, but the result is
painfully real for the journalists and activists who face imprisonment for exercising basic
rights. It's time to release them and amend the law. http://www.freedom-
now.org/news/ethiopias-anti-terrorism-proclamation-and-the-right-to-freedom-of-

expression/
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New York, May 30, 2012--Ethiopian authorities have detained since Friday a reporter who
sought to interview people evicted from their homes in a region where the government is
building a contentious hydro-electric dam on the Blue Nile, according to a news report and the

reporter's editor. The Committee to Protect Journalists said today that the case highlights
authorities' disregard for the rule of law and its systematic efforts to suppress news critical of
government officials.

Muluken Tesfaw, a reporter for the private weekly Ethio-Mihdar, is being held in a prison in the
town of Asosa, capital of the Benishangul-Gumuz region, Getachew Worku, the paper's editor-
in-chief, told CPJ. Muluken has not been formally charged or presented in court, Getachew said.
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The detention appears to run counter to constitutional guarantees that a person be brought to
court within 48 hours of arrest. https://cpj.org/2013/05/ethiopia-holds-reporter-covering-evictions-in-
dam.php
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The constitution and law provide for freedom of speech and press; however, authorities

harassed, arrested, detained, charged, and prosecuted journalists and other persons whom
they perceived as critical of the government, creating an environment where self-censorship
negatively affected freedom of speech. Some journalists, editors, and publishers fled the
country, fearing probable detention. At year’s end at least nine journalists and bloggers
remained in detention; of these, two were arrested in February and charged in August. A
journalist was convicted under the ATP and sentenced to seven vyears in prison.
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/252893.pdf
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AP0AT AT9GT A0 0P O30 AFEC heH0A 10 The journalists, who were arrested in
multiple raids on Friday and Saturday, have been denied access to their family and
lawyers and are being held at the Maekelawi federal detention center, according to local
journalists. According to a report by Human Rights Watch, interrogators at Maekelawi
routinely use torture to extract false confessions from detainees. The Ethiopian
government denies the allegations. https://cpj.org/2014/04/ethiopia-jails-nine-
journalists-renews-crackdown-o.php
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MAe 1@ avedt TGO LomaP@7 A1A%:- 1 tried my best for the development of a free
press in Ethiopia. Since 2012, I have worked as a columnist, reporter, editor and editor-
in-chief in different newspapers like Ethio-Mihdar and Yekelem Qend and I've been
featured on many other websites. While doing my job, I was jailed and tortured in 2012.
And last year during the elections, security officers followed me.

Whenever I went to my home or came out, there were people around - that's why I had
to hide in a monastery near Lake Tana. I was in hiding there for about two weeks. After
the elections I returned to Addis. Since then I got a lot of intimidating phone calls and I
was also physically attacked. I reported these intimidations to the human rights council
and wrote about it in social media and in the newspaper. In my articles, I always speak
about human rights violations, press freedom and so forth. I highly criticized the
regime. http://www.dw.com/en/ethiopian-journalist-i-was-jailed-and-tortured/a-
19249671
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http://www.addisinsight.com/2016/05/ethiopia-computer-crime-proclamation-text-draft/

In addition to common sense legislation such as criminalizing the dissemination of child
pornography, theft, and cyber attacks there is a clause concerning the distribution of material that
incites a public disturbance aka protest that is raising some eyebrows.

Some view the new legislation to be a backhanded way of arresting journalists, bloggers, and people
who utilize the web to express their opposition to government policies or just factually report news
that can be seen as damaging to the Ethiopian government. The new law comes on the heels of a

latge protest movement that has gripped the nation. http://www.okayafrica.com/news/social-media-

ethiopia-blackouts-aftica/

av a7t AT L19° 8V Av-T PhIPTO-TC OTEA LbP ADTF AHA N191T VAT ATELIAR P7LhAhAD-
oPy hHY (&t &0 20AA AGTFBC htmPar  ehPTO-1C LHFPTT ANC (o0t P9.ACPS
PhPPTO-HC +mPTLPTF PN AVTTIFFOIS 070t ATPAPALTFOT heAAA OTEA PL800 CoT 1M
LUT Uk PTLLLCIM: Rav1GE (YT av(1F aPh(IC POLLT P& o0t A@ITT PANT RO ALCH
PULeAL, Pme- aPF@F (PR LUT AQLS AT AATIPTS AATIAPT ANPLI® AGPANC 10

http://resurrectiontoethiopia.blogspot.no/2014/02/blog-post 21.html
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