IN THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY

MESFIN BEZU

PLAINTIFF

VS.

KIDANE MIHRET CHURCH
CASE NO. GV-14017136-00
AND
TADESSE SISAY
AND

AWEKE HAILE

DEFENDANTS

e T o e S L T

ANSWER AND GROUNDS FOR DEFENSE

COMES NOW the defendant, THE KIDANE MIHRET CHURCH, (AKA KIDANE
MEHERET ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS THE

"Church"), by counsel, and files this Answer and Grounds for
Defense to the Warrant in Debt/Bill of Particulars filed by f

plaintiff, stating as follows:

1. Defendant finds the allegations in paragraph numbered 1. of
the Bill of Particulars specious, inflammatory, not relevant or

material to the issue before the Court and accordingly denies

them. The factual references to Tadesse Sisay as administrator :

of the Kidane Mihret Ethiopian Orthodox Church (hereafter the

"Church") and Aweke Haile as the Vice Chairman of the Church |

are admitted. Any other allegations stated in said paragraph 1.

and not previously answered are hereby denied.



2. The allegations in Paragraph two (2) of the Bill of
Particulars that Defendants promised to start a radio program
and pay for airtime and to cover the costs of broadcasting are
false and totally denied. Defendant further denies the
allegations stipulated in paragraph numbered 2 of the BRill
Particulars that defendants discussed and finalized an

agreement to start the TG Radio program. Defendants moreover do

not have knowledge of Plaintiff’s TG Television program and
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underwrite @ radie pregram conducted by the Plaintiff.

3. In response to the allegations stated in paragraph numbered

3 of the Bill of Particulars Defendants state they tendered a

check to Worl io—Group—in the sum of $4200.00 for TG Radio
(see Exhibit No. 1). Defendant denies making an agreement with

TG Radio and categorically denies authorizing Plaintiff to sign
any agreement or contract with New World Radio Group on the
Church’s or defendants behalf at any time. The fact that
Plaintiff was the Chief Security Officer for the Church, a non-
paying and volunteer position, for a limited time, has no

bearing on the case at hand (see letter of Plaintiff;s

resignation as Exhibit 2). Plaintiff, to the best of defendants.

knowledge and belief signed a contract with New-World Radioc at

hisﬁfﬁglmégﬁgéiéé_without fééﬁéé%fﬁ@“ﬁir”Obtaining' approval or
authorization from the Church and the other defendants herein.
There 1is no written or documentary evidence supporting
Plaintiff’s «claim of an agreement between Plaintiff and
defendants, which ig thoroughly denied including any
imputations of same. Any allegations not heretofore responded

to are deemed denied.

4. The allegations in Paragraph four (4) of the Bill of |

Particulars are denied in their entirety.



5. The Defendant lacks sufficient information and knowledge to
admit or deny the allegations in Paragraph numbered five (5),
of the aforesaid Bill of Particulars and therefore they are

denied.

6. The allegations contained in said paragraph 6 of the Bill of
Particulars that Aweke Hailile agreed and authorized the signing
of a one year contract are completely denied. The remaining
allegatione in said paragraph 6 of the Bill of Particulars are

denied in their entirety.

7. The Defendants admit paying New World Radio_ the sum of |

igziz;éég for radio service, but thoroughly deny receiving a
renewal contract for one year and invoice on February 21, 2014.
as stated in paragraph numbered 7 of the Bill of Particulars.

Defendants emphasize as part of their denial of the allegations
of the

allggations herein that at no time did they ever appr ;

aragraphﬂ_Zwﬂéﬁaaﬂgﬁzg;ghout their respo

glthorize or agree to a contract or agreement of any duratior
ith New World Radio Group, either orally or in writing, or
grant approval and authority for plaintiff to enter in

ontractual arrangements with the New World Radio Group.

8.

in paragraph numbered 8. of Plaintiff’s Bill of Particulars.

9. Defendant admits Exhibit No. 5 which represents the
Church’s 2010 annual return to the Internal Revenue Service,
which is a matter of public record. Defendant denies the
remaining allegations stipulated in paragraph numbered 9. of
Plaintiff’s Bill of Particulars "and fails to see their

relevance or materiality to the case at hand.

Defendant dentes—in—its—entirety The allegations contained ;



10. Defendant denies the allegations stated in paragraph
numbered 10. of the Bill of Particulars in their entirety, and

again fails to understand their relevance to this case.

11. The allegations in paragraph numbered 11, of Plaintiff’s
Bill of Particulars are denied in their entirety.

12. Defendant admits to receipt of one (1) letter from the
Plaintiff herein dated July 7, 2014 (See Exhibit 3 in the
Amharic language) indicating that New World Radio would bring
suit against the Church. All other allegations in paragraph
numbered 12. of the Bill of Particulars are denied.

13. Defendant denies any allegations not previously answered
in response to Plaintiff’s Warrant in Debt and Bill of
Particulars filed herein. Whenever the singular is used it

shall apply to the plural and vice versa where appropriate.
WHEREFORE, Defendant denies that Plaintiff is entitled to a

judgment in any amount including but not limited to the sum of

$9321.00 plus interest and court costs.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

14. Plaintiff fails to show that defendant at any time
authorized, approved and/or entered into an agreement/contract
with New World Radio (New World Radio Group), Mesfin Bezu or TG
Radio. There is no factual basis for Plaintiff’s argument about
a debt due from the defendants. There is no written or
documentary evidence supporting Plaintiff’s claim of an
agreement, orally or in writing, between Plaintiff and any of

the Defendants to support the claim made.




15. Plaintiff’s claim is in violation of the Statute of Frauds

which requires written proof to answer or pay for the debt of
another. In the case at hand Plaintiff is requesting that
defendants pay for contractual obligations that he undertook in
his own stead, which are clearly not enforceable under the

Statute of Frauds in Virginia.

16. On two (2) occasions Defendants paid New World Radio for
radio service without entering into or contemplating a
contractual relationship, either short or 1long term, with

either New World Radio or plaintiff.

17. Plaintiff’s c¢laim is further barred by the Statue of Frauds
in Virginia as the contract in guestion can not be performed in
one (1) year ag it gtates on its face that it runs from
February 8, 2013 to February 28, 2015, a two year period

(See Exhibit 4).

18. Defendant denies any allegations not previously answered in
response to Plaintiff’s Warrant in Debt and Bill of Particulars

filed herein.

WHEREFORE, defendant, having fully answered the Warrant in Debt
and Bill of Particulars requests this Honorable Court to
dismiss same, and to grant Defendant reasonable attorney fees
and all costs expended in this litigation.

Respectfully Submitted

2? /. [/
N 4/’5/

Edward Lippext\ Esq. AWEKE HATII/E, /IND/;?V; DUALLY
Counsel for Defendants £ =

7215 Poplar St.

Annandale, VA. 22003

(703) 6420-0600

VSB# 12738

E-Mail lippertlaw@gmail.com




I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT a copy of the foregoing Answer and
Grounds of Defense was mailed by first class mail, postage
prepaid, and Federal Express this 30th day of October 2014 to
Plaintiff Mesfin Bezu at 6118 Tammy Drive, Alexandria Virginia

22310

Edward NMppert, Esq.
7215 Poplar St.
Annandale, VA. 22003
VSB # 12738
703-642-0600
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Reverend Tadesse Sisay
Chief Administrator

Hamere Noah Kidane Mihret
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
75 South Bragg Street
Alexandria, VA 22312

June 29, 2014
Dear Reverend Tadesse Sisay:

As the attached official letter indicated that | have been serving as the Chef Security Officer for the
church,

As you have heard, | found it very difficult to work with Ato Aweke Haile who is the Vice Chairman of the
Church. I am writing to notify you that | am resigning from my position as Chief Security Officer with the
Hamere Noah Kidane Mihret Ethiopian Orthodox Church. My last day working as Chjef of Security is June
29,2014.

Sincerely;

el Ato Aweke Haile, Vice Chairman, Hamere Noah Kidane Mihret Church
Executive Committee, Hamere Noah Kidane Mihret Church
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Mesfin Bezu

july 7. 2014

Father Tadesse Sisay
Administrator

Hamere Noah Kidane Mihret
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
75 South Bragg Street
Alexandria, VA 22312
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Executive Producer
TG Radio & Television

mesfin@tgtelevision.com

www . tgtelevision.com
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.
PROGRAM)

BROADCAST AGREEMENT
WUST - AM 1120
2131 CRIMMINS LANE » FALLS CHURCH VA 22043
: 703.532.0400 FAX: 703.891.1909

NEWWORLD
&Ry r A
Type of Contract

Advertiser D Agency D RenewnlE]

Advertiser/Agency 1 TG RADIO

Address: 4508 SOUTH LAND AVE City: ALEXANDRIA State: VA Zip: 22312 [

Contact Name/Title: MESFIN BEZU

Business Phone: Email: MESFINBZ@YAHOO.COM

Name of Bank : Routing #: Account #:

Address of Bank: City: State: Zip:

Type of Credit Card:  VISA Ej MASTERCARD . AMEX . cip Approval Code __ |
Name on Card: Account Nao.: Zip: Expiration Date:

Station is authorized to charge my account every month for the balance due, SIGN:

-INFORMATION

Show Name TG RADIO Language:; AMHARIC

Start Date: February 8, 2013 End Date: February 28, 2015
X L T
£
5]
> MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
"
E; 15:00 - 15:30

Advertiser agrees to this number of 60-second avalls per hour retained for the exclusive use of the Station:02__
Pregram Type Length (in minutes) Number of Programs Gross Rate (per program) TOTAL BILLING
INTERNATIONAL 28 56 $309.00 $17.304.00

p : W
ROGRAM DELIVERY METHOD IN STUDIO CODEC | CD WEBSITE (provide address below) SENDTHISFILE™ Other (Explain} |
(check one) O O O http:// |

Additional Information & Conditions;

YOUR MONTHLY RARIC PROGRAM PAYMENT 13 $1,331.00

ADVERTISER & AGENCY ARE JOINTLY AND SEVERALLY LIABLE FOR PERFORMANCE UNDER TH1S AGREEMENT
Conditions & covenonts on the reverse side are port of this Agreement. Advertiser & Agency ocknowledge receipt of lorge-type version of such condi-
fans, covenants, and guaranties and agree to their terms. Permission for Station to broodcast in real-time the audio stream of broadcast over any
medium 1s acknowledged, os part af this Agreement. This Agreement shall not become binding upon Station unless signed by Its President or GM.

Alan Pendleton, President ’z/ ate For Advertiser )é %/ Date I
M ovd Wt (. Iy 34

The Personal atra\u\b‘r Wuature appears below, in ordcr to induce Stahon to enteM{\to and perfnrm under the Broadcast Agretmt_‘n‘l and in
consideration \k‘e‘] QL %@é f.good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, personally guar-
antees, ut 1co:35| aﬁ?ﬁwwgg) be:i» and at all times the payment w?wn due of any and all indebtedness of advertiser/agency to Station and
agrecs, vmlmucw Voo (‘ps_- f&mﬁ of the guaranty g ressed @ the reverse side of this Agreement,

IN wlTNLﬁ‘L‘v@H [f Qa nbfx:a:bmn duly exeg ndersigned on the day and year first .ibova written.

PRINTED NAME: ’74 o 77@ u/\_,

TAZ
wealth of Virginia and the County of Fairfax hereby tertify that on fh|s7, Y Jday of

212

ey, 1171512

i COMMISSION m
PERSONAL cuagxrmcnw%‘s\f URIE ?’

I, Matio A, Lom tar Publ;c'
?01 , the ab’u’y Pg{s‘qm Q\:an

}
Sign gel i Bbg Ff‘d ”’”"‘

eor properly identified to me, personally executed the abgve GUAFANTY in mx?f).menr“
Le”
g

NOTARY PUBLIC My Commission Expires: __“ 1 70 |
! |




